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Regular Meeting 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE OF THE 

TOWN OF FOXBOROUGH 

 

Regular Meeting 

 

Date: October 15, 2018 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Place: Foxborough High School Media Center 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  Ms. Beverley Lord, Mr. Chris Connolly,  

Ms. Tina Belanger, Ms. Marilyn Weiss, Mr. Richard Pearson (arrived at 7:34 p.m.) 

SCHOOL STAFF PRESENT:  Dr. Amy Berdos, Dr. Alison Mello, Mr. William Yukna 
 

 

Ms. Lord opened the meeting and read the agenda. 

 

Visitors 
None 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

 Belanger moved; Weiss seconded 

 Approve the Policy Subcommittee meeting minutes of July 17, 2018, as presented 

 Vote:  4-0-0 

 

 Belanger moved; Weiss seconded 

 Approve the Policy Subcommittee meeting minutes of August 29, 2018, as presented 

 Vote:  4-0-0 

 

 Connolly moved; Belanger seconded 

 Approve the regular meeting minutes of September 17, 2018, as presented 

 Vote:  4-0-0 

 

Teaching & Learning Highlight 

Ahern Middle School Assistant Principal Kerryn Frazier and Guidance Counselor Lauren Bailey 

joined the meeting along with five eighth-grade WEB (Where Everybody Belongs) Leaders.  

WEB is a transitional program for students moving up to middle school.  Similar to Link Crew 

Leaders, WEB Leaders are eighth grade mentors and student leaders who assist fifth grade 

students during their transition to middle school.    

 

Ms. Frazier and Ms. Bailey described their experiences during a very intensive three-day training 

to learn how to run a successful WEB orientation and implement this new program.  Ms. Bailey 

discussed the application and selection process for students.  Not all who applied to become a 

WEB Leader were selected, but those who were chosen have met very high expectations and 

take the leadership role seriously.  Next month WEB Leaders will have an academic and social 

skills follow-up with the newest middle schoolers. 
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The WEB Leaders described what it was like for them to welcome new students and take on a 

leadership role.  All felt they had made positive connections with the fifth graders, have more 

awareness of others’ needs, and are very excited to continue meeting with their student groups 

throughout the school year.  Discussion with the Committee followed.   

 

2018 Culture and Climate Survey Results 
Dr. Berdos and Dr. Mello reported on the results of the 2018 Culture and Climate Survey.  This 

was the seventh year the survey was administered to parents, teachers, staff and students in 

grades five through twelve.  The survey relates directly to Objective 2 of the FPS Strategic Plan 

– To continue to strengthen school culture, ensuring that students, staff, parents and all 

stakeholders feel valued, safe, and have a voice. 

 

Results and analysis were reported in a PowerPoint presentation and contained data gathered on 

the following topics:  Participation Demographics, Overall Education Quality, Academic 

Preparation, Student Support, Parent Involvement, Safety and Behavior, School Operations, 

School Leadership, Interactions with School Leaders, Transitions, and Social and Emotional 

Learning.  Dr. Berdos and Dr. Mello discussed questions and results within each category.  

Additions and revisions to previous years’ questions were discussed, including a new set of 

questions focused on social/emotional learning.   

 

Survey results support an overall message of stability over time in the following:  academic 

preparation, student support, school leadership, faculty relations and support, parent 

engagement/involvement, school operations and interactions with school leadership.  Discussion 

with the Committee followed. 

 

International OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development) Test for 

Schools - Results 

The OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development in Paris, France) 

developed the OECD Test for Schools based on PISA (the Programme for International Student 

Assessment), an international test that compares the academic achievement of students in 

countries around the world.  The OECD test is considered a cognitive test for reading, math and 

science that provides rich data that districts can use to drive their school improvement efforts.  

For the past several years, Massachusetts has been participating in PISA to obtain state-specific 

results, as if Massachusetts were considered a “country.”  The advantage to the OECD test is that 

it allows for individual school-specific results.  This is the second year FHS has participated in 

this testing.   

 

In the spring of 2018, seventy-two (72) randomly-selected 15-year-old FHS students voluntarily 

participated in the OECD Test for Schools.  Since this is not a grade level test, test results 

represent students’ cumulative knowledge, skills, and educational experience throughout their 

school career from Kindergarten through age 15, not their progress in a particular curriculum or 

course.   

 

Dr. Berdos and Dr. Mello presented a comprehensive and thorough Summary of 2018 School 

Results provided by OECD.  Main highlights of the Summary rated the mean performance and 

levels of proficiency of FHS in reading, mathematics and science as compared to other countries 

such as Singapore, Hong Kong-China, Canada, Japan, Korea and many others.  Students who 

perform in levels 5 or 6 represent “globally ready” students.  Of particular interest, 34% of 
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Foxborough students scored at Proficiency Levels 5/6 in mathematics – the highest OECD has 

seen; and Foxborough scored significantly above the nation on two of three cognitive tests:  math 

and science.  Discussion with the Committee followed. 

 

Second Reading of Policy EFD – Student Food Services Accounts 

 

 Connolly moved, Belanger seconded 

 Waive the second reading of Policy EFD – Student Food Services Accounts 

 Vote:  5-0-0 

 

 Connolly moved; Pearson seconded 

 Adopt Policy EFD – Student Food Services Accounts as presented 

 Vote:  5-0-0 

 

The Committee thanked the Policy Subcommittee and Food Service Director Janice Watt for 

their work on this new policy. 

 

October 1 Enrollment Update 
Dr. Berdos reported on student enrollment as of October 1, 2018.  Enrollment data as of October 

1st is reported to the state each year as the official enrollment which was 2,591 students.  

 

Acceptance of Donations 
The following donations were presented to the Committee for their consideration: 

 

 Weiss moved; Pearson seconded 

Accept the donation from the Charles G. Taylor P.T.O. in the amount of $926.64 to 

Foxborough Public Schools as reimbursement for Big Joe Chairs for the Taylor School, 

with gratitude   

 Vote:  5-0-0 

 

Dr. Berdos explained that Big Joe Chairs are student reading chairs and are in the classrooms at 

the Taylor School. 

 

 Weiss moved; Belanger seconded 

Accept the donation from the Foxboro Kickers Club in the amount of $449.09 to 

Foxborough Public Schools for the purchase of girls’ soccer shorts, with gratitude 

 Vote:  5-0-0 

 

Bi-County Collaborative (BICO) Quarterly Report 
Dr. Berdos presented the September 2018 BICO Quarterly Report which is sent to all member 

districts.  The report contained information about the following:  the addition of two new 

member districts – Hopedale and Uxbridge; two new program offerings – a specialized 

language-based program at the Martin School in North Attleboro and a specialized elementary 

learning center located on Providence Highway; additional Professional Development 

opportunities in the area of social/emotional learning; and an increase in enrollment from 195 

students last year to 220 students this year.  
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Update on Burrell School Project 
Mr. Yukna presented an update on the Burrell School renovation and noted that the Town voted 

on October 1st to accept funding for the renovation project.  Therefore, two action items are 

identified for a vote this evening.  The first is a vote on the revised membership of the School 

Building Committee (SBC) which will be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building 

Authority (MSBA).  A vote acknowledges that you accept this list as your members of the SBC 

and as your representatives to the School Committee.   

 

 Pearson moved; Connolly seconded 

Motion to approve the members of the School Building Committee as presented and 

previously approved by the MSBA, see attached listing, further accept and approve the 

School Building Committee as a subcommittee representing the School Committee for 

the construction and closeout phase of the Burrell Elementary School renovation and 

expansion project and to act on the School Committee’s behalf. 

 Vote:  5-0-0  

 

The second item is a vote on the Project Scope and Budget Agreement (PSBA).  This is the 

funding agreement between the Town and the MSBA and allows the project to move forward.  A 

vote acknowledges that you authorize the Town to enter into this PSBA. 

 

 Belanger moved/Weiss seconded 

Authorize the Town to enter in the Project Scope and Budget Agreement (PSBA) for the 

Burrell Elementary School Renovation project, as presented 

 Vote:  5-0-0 

  

Other Matters 
Ms. Weiss noted this year’s varsity Thanksgiving football game will be held at Fenway Park on 

Tuesday evening, November 20th against rival Mansfield.  This is an exciting opportunity for 

players, band members, cheerleaders and fans.  Go Warriors! 

 

Dr. Berdos explained that parent conferences scheduled for November 20th will be rearranged 

due to the game. 

 

Ms. Belanger reported that Legacy Brick Fundraiser ordering is closed for now.  One hundred 

sixty bricks have been sold and $22,000 has been raised to pave the entrance way at the Sam 

Berns Community Field.  She also discussed fundraising efforts for the music department’s trip 

to Australia this summer and attended a golf tournament luncheon for that effort, along with 

noting a segment recently on WBZ on the same topic. 

 

Dr. Mello commented on a great day of Professional Development on October 5th, and cited the 

upcoming K-4 Science Night to take place at the Ahern on Thursday, October 25th.   

 

Ms. Lord expressed her excitement about the upcoming Voice and Strings Concert on Thursday, 

October 25th at the high school.  Dr. Berdos stated that our choir and orchestra will perform with 

the North Attleboro choir that evening. 

 

Dr. Berdos extended her thanks to Ms. Belanger and Ms. Weiss for all their work on the Legacy 

Brick Fundraiser and is looking forward to its construction. 
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Ms. Belanger complimented Athletic Director Rich Cormier for his ability to manage the fall 

athletic schedule while dealing with challenging weather and the loss of the use of the turf field.   

 

 

 Connolly moved; Weiss seconded 

 Adjourn the meeting 

 Vote:  5-0-0 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

        Chris Connolly 

        Clerk 

 

Attachments: 

Policy Subcommittee minutes of July 17, 2018 

Policy Subcommittee minutes of August 29, 2018 

Regular meeting minutes of September 17, 2018 

2018 Culture and Climate Survey Results 

OECD International Test for Schools – 2018 Results 

Membership of the School Building Committee 

Burrell School Project Scope and Budget Agreement 

Policy EFD – Student Food Services Accounts 

FPS October 1, 2018 Enrollment 

Taylor School P.T.O. Donation 

Foxboro Kickers Club Donation 

BICO Quarterly Update September 2018 

 

 

 

 

Approved:   


